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THE $40,000 EASTER TRADING FACTS

farmers markets new zealand inc

Farmers' Markets New Zealand (FMNZ) that represents 50 farmers'
markets from Invercargill to Bay of Islands is supporting it member
markets who trade on Easter Sunday. Hamilton farmers' market was
forced to close this Easter Sunday after correspondence with the
Department of Labour earlier in the week, saying that they would
fine stallholders $1000 each and the market organisers up to
$40,000 if they opened, this is in contrary to information that FMNZ
has received in the past.

After numerous discussions with the Department of Labor over the past 5 years FMNZ has
always advocated that its members are able to trade under the following exemption, a
farmers' market is a food market where local growers, farmers, and artisan food producers
sell their wares directly to consumers. A farmers' market is a exhibition of local food
producers primarily involved in agriculture and industry. For more information
http://www.ers.dol.govt.nz/factsheets/shop_trading_restrictions.html. FMNZ has received
different answers to its questions it has put to the Department of Labour over the years,

depending on who it has spoken to and has always been referred to its website for reference
as quoted below. FMNZ finds the Department of Labour current stance with Hamilton
farmers' market somewhat confusing, much like there fact sheets and telephone help line !!!

A shop in a premises The shop/stall must be The bona fide exhibition or
where an exhibition or within the premises of a show must be devoted
show is taking place. bona fide exhibition or entirely or primarily to

This includes markets, show agriculture, art, industry,
craft shows and stalls at and science, or any of
these exhibitions and these. The Department of
shows Labour considers that to be

quite a strict requirement,
and that to be considered
‘devoted’ to a show or
exhibition a shop must be
selling goods that are
connected in some way
with the show. For
example, arts and crafts at
an art and craft show, or
farming supplies at an
agriculture show, rather
than general goods.




FMNZ has had a very busy year with the completion of a number of milestones and projects
including a new website at www.farmersmarkets.org.nz and our member’s website at
www.fmnzmembers.org.nz . Here you will find up to date information on what the
organisation has achieved over the last 4 years. Please do not hesitate to contact Chris
Fortune, Farmers' market Chairperson info@farmersmarkets.org.nz or 021 935995 for more
information

e FMNZis a network 50 farmers' markets who provide a venue to 1000 small to
med food businesses, Over 50,000 customers shop at farmers' markets from
Invercargill to Bay of Islands every week of the year
e The FM movement is about building and strengthening local communities, and

supporting local businesses. The brand is environmentally sustainable and projects

fresh, seasonal, quality. Customers are interested in their health, knowing where

their food comes from and are also looking for social interaction and learning more

about food production and transparency.
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